
   

 

   

 

February 18, 2026 
 
The Honorable Mike Johnson   The Honorable John Thune 
Speaker of the House    Majority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives   U.S. Senate 

The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries   The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
Minority Leader     Minority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives    U.S. Senate 
 
Dear Congressional Leaders, 

We write to urge Congress to take decisive action to modernize the definition of woody 
biomass under the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) to enable the use of wood as a 
qualifying RFS feedstock. 

America’s working forests are facing mounting economic pressure as long-standing 
markets for pulpwood and residuals continue to disappear. Forest and sawmill owners 
increasingly lack viable outlets for treetops, thinnings, slash, and mill byproducts that are 
critical to the economic viability of forestry supply chains. The result is lost rural income, 
fewer jobs, and growing difficulty keeping working forests economically viable and intact. 

At the same time, our country is facing urgent renewable energy, environmental, and 
wildfire-resilience challenges. Woody biomass offers a rare opportunity to support rural 
economies by reducing hazardous forest fuels, reinvigorating forestry supply chains, and 
contributing to the production of next generation liquid fuels, like sustainable aviation fuel. 

The current definition of woody biomass in the RFS has proven to be too narrow for real 
world application, effectively precluding its use as an eligible feedstock. This has 
discouraged investment, left valuable biomass unutilized, and hindered improvements to 
forest health, wildfire resilience, and rural prosperity.  

Fixing the woody biomass definition in the RFS will provide a new market opportunity for 
woody biomass that presently has no place to go.  Importantly, the RIN category for woody 
biomass fuel (primarily D3), does not conflict with other feedstocks used to produce fuel 
for over-the-road vehicles. 

We strongly encourage Congress to take advantage of any opportunity to make the RFS 
work for timber producing regions of the country. Modernizing the definition of woody 
biomass in the RFS would provide long-overdue opportunities for public and private forest 



   

 

   

 

owners and managers, loggers, haulers, sawmill operators and biofuel producers to unlock 
private capital and support good-paying jobs in rural forest communities.  We appreciate 
your leadership and look forward to working with you to make this opportunity a reality as 
soon as possible. 

Respectfully, 
 
Organizations and Associations 
3H Forestry & Land Management LLC 
A and Logging LLC 
A&M Hardwoods 
A. Wilbert's Sons, LLC 
A.M. Logging, LLC 
Aacer Sports Flooring 
Abenaki Timber Corp. 
Acme Sawmill 
Acord Forestry Consulting 
AFS Energy Systems 
AJD Forest Products 
Alderfer Lumber 
Alexander's Farm 
Allard Lumber Company 
Allegheny Hardwood Utilization Group (AHUG) 
Alliance Hardwood Products 
Allstate Land and Timber Co. Inc 
Almendinger Sawmill LLC 
Alta Forest Products 
American Biomass Energy Association 
American Farm Bureau Federation 
American Forest Management, Inc. 
American Forest Resource Council (AFRC) 
American Loggers Council 
Appalachian Hardwood Manufacturers Inc. 
Aremores, LLC 
Arkansas Center for Forest Business 
Arkansas Forest Health Research Center 
Arkansas Forestry Association 



   

 

   

 

Arkansas Pulpwood Company, Inc. 
Arkansas Teacher Retirement System 
Arkansas Timber Producers Association 
Arthur Brown and Sons Timberlands 
Associated Contract Loggers & Truckers of Minnesota 
Associated Oregon Loggers, Inc. 
Association of Consulting Foresters 
Atlantic Plywood Corp. 
Atlantic Power and Utilities 
Aurora Timberland 
Axefoot Forestry Consultants LLC 
B & B Chip & Timber, Inc. 
Baker County Commissioner 
Bakker Forestry 
Barclay Forestry and Tree Services 
BCD Woodland Management 
Beasley Timber Co. 
Berrigan Forestry, Inc. 
Besley & Rodgers, Inc. 
Big Sky Bioenergy, LLC 
Bingaman & Son Lumber Inc 
Bingaman Woods, Llc 
Bird Dog Forestry Consulting 
Black Hills Forest Resource Association 
Bob Warring Forestry Services 
Britton Family Tree Farm 
Brumbaugh Lumber LLC 
BTG Pactual Timberland Investment Group 
Bucks Valley Sawmill LLC 
C.F.Webb & Sons Logging LLC 
Cadillac Renewable Energy 
Cain Brothers Logging, Inc. 
Caldwell-Dietzel Farms, LLC 
Calforests 
California Farm Bureau 
Campbell Global, LLC 



   

 

   

 

Cannon Forestry Resources, LLC 
Canyon Lumber Company 
Cargile Timber Properties 
Carl Rosenberry & Sons Lumber 
Carolina Renewable Products LLC 
Cascade Timber Consulting, Inc. 
Castlerock Biofuels, LLC 
CBI 
Central Michigan Hardwoods 
Cersosimo Lumber Company, Inc. 
C-Far Enterprise LLC 
Chapin Forestry Consulting 
Claybrooke Farm LLC 
Collins 
Collums Lumber Products   LLC 
Conestoga Wood Specialties 
Connecticut Professional Timber Producers Association 
Conservation Resources 
Cook's Forest Products, LLC 
Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians 
Creekside Logging LLC 
Crest Natural Resources, LLC 
Crosby Land & Resources 
Crosby Resource Management, LLC 
Crowell Forest Resources, LLC 
CT Saylor Trucking LLC 
CTO Logging LLC 
Cummings Lumber Company, Inc. 
Curran Renewable Energy 
D & S Forestry Services Co. 
D.T Fowler Mfg Co Inc 
Dargan, King & Knight, LLC 
DDK Forestry and Real Estate 
DEC Timber Company 
Decorative Hardwoods Association 
Deer Park Lumber Inc 



   

 

   

 

Derek Essen logging 
Dix Lumber Co. 
Domain Timber Advisors 
Dougherty & Dougherty Forestry Services, Inc. 
Due South Investments 
Dugree Trucking & Forest Products Inc 
Durania LLC 
Eaton Bottomlands LLC 
Ed May Farms 
Edmonds Forestry LLC 
Edward S. Kocjancic Inc. 
Elliott Woodworking 
Eric Knowles Inc 
ES Logging LLC 
Evergreen Biopower LLC 
F&W Forestry Services 
F.H. Stoltze Land & Lumber Co. 
Farney Lumber Corporation 
Florida Farm Bureau Federation 
Florida Forestry Association 
Forcey Lumber Co., Inc. 
Forest Biomass Solutions 
Forest Investment Associates 
Forest Landowners Association 
Forest Resource Consultants, Inc 
Forest Resource Services, Inc 
Forestland Consultants, Inc. 
Forestry Services, Inc. 
ForestSouth, LLC 
Foster F Wineland, Inc. 
Frank's Logging 
Frontier Wood Products 
FutureWood Corp. 
Geiger Timber, Inc. 
Generations Forestry,  Inc. 
Genesis Timber 



   

 

   

 

Georgia Farm Bureau 
Georgia Forestry Association 
Georgia Longleaf Tree Farmer 
Georgia-Atlantic Forestry LLC 
Gies Timber & Land, Inc 
Giustina Resources 
GMC Hardwoods 
Gray logging 
Greater Susquehanna Valley Chamber of Commerce 
Green Diamond Resource Company 
Green Farm LLC 
Griffin Forestry 
Gutchess Lumber Co., Inc. 
H. B. Tuten Jr Logging Inc 
Habitat management of Michigan 
Haessly Hardwood Lumber Co. 
Haessly Lumber Sales Co. 
Hall Timberlands 
Hampton Lumber 
Hanstedt Wood and Recycling LLC 
Hardwood Manufacturers Association 
Harold White Lumber Inc. 
Hassell & Hughes Lumber Co., Inc. 
Hay Forestry LLC 
Haynes family tree farm 
HBJR99 LLC 
Hearst Forests 
Heartland Forest Consulting, LLC 
Hedstrom Lumber Company Inc 
Hemard & Company 
Hodges Land & Timber Inc 
Holli Forest Products, Inc 
Holmes Forestry 
Horizon Capital Partners, LLLP 
Hull Forest Products Inc. 
Hull Forestlands L.P. 



   

 

   

 

Humboldt and Mendocino Redwood Companies 
Hunt Forest Products, LLC 
Hunt Forest Resources, LLC 
Hunt Lumber Company 
Hunt Real Estate Resources, LLC 
Hunt Transload, LLC 
Huntley Stemwood Inc 
Hydrolake Inc. 
Idaho Forest Group 
Idaho Forest Owners Association 
Innovative Natural Resource Solutions LLC 
Interfor 
Interlink Lumber LLC. 
Intermountain Forest Association 
Intertribal Timber Council 
Irving Woodlands, LLC 
Itasca Woodland Services, Inc. 
J.M. Jones Lumber Company Inc 
Jack Buell Trucking 
James M. Simons & Co., Inc. 
Jamestown 
Jamestown Energy 
Jarvis Sawmill Inc 
Jenkins Forestry Solutions 
Jerome Natural Resource Consultants 
JHL Services LLC 
Juneberry Eco Service 
Kane Hardwood 
Kanerva Forest  Products Inc. 
Kassis Consulting LLC 
Kendrick Forest Products 
Kennebec Lumber Co. 
Kevin Holtz Logging 
Keystone Wood Products Association 
Kindled Provisions 
Kindler Forest Management, LLC 



   

 

   

 

Kingstree Forest Products, Inc 
Kitchens Lumber Company 
Kleiman Forest Products, Inc. 
Kline's Equipment Co 
Knowlton Forestry LLC 
Kocjancic Family Limited Partnership 
Krueger Dirtwerx Inc 
Lake States Lumber Association 
Lamar Snipes 
LandVest 
Lee Thomas Trucking LLC 
Leer Wood Products 
Legendary Forest Products 
Lewis Bros Lumber Co Inc 
Logger Safety 
Lone Rock Resources 
Longleaf Tree Farmer 
Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation 
Louisiana Forest Owner 
Louisiana Forestry Association 
Louisiana Loggers Association 
Louisiana Logging Association 
Louisiana Logging Council 
M. C. Smith Enterprise 
Maine Forest Products Council 
Maine Woodland Owners 
Make It Happen logging LLC 
Manulife Investment Management 
Maple Flooring Manufacturers Association 
Maple Rapids  Lumber Mill Inc 
Mark P Janke, Consulting Forester, LLC 
Mark Smugala Trucking 
Maryland Forests Association 
Mason Logging 
Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation 
Massachusetts Forest Alliance 



   

 

   

 

Mayfield Lumber Co 
MDI Transportation Systems, Inc 
Mellette Forestry Group, LLC 
Mermuys Logging 
Metcalfe Forestry Co 
Metzler Forest Products LLC 
Meyer Timberland Management 
Michigan Association of Timbermen 
Michigan Biomass 
Michigan Wood Fibers LLC 
Michitree Inc 
Mineral County Board of Commissioners 
Mission View Farms 
Missouri Forest Products Association 
Montana Logging Association 
Moore and Son Forestry and Land 
Moore-Wood Timber Co 
Morrison Forestry & Real Estate, Inc. 
Mt Eaton Pallet, Ltd 
Murphy Forest Management 
National Alliance of Forest Owners 
National Association of State Foresters 
National Deer Association 
National Hardwood Lumber Association 
National Wild Turkey Federation 
National Wood Flooring Association 
National Wooden Pallet & Container Association 
NC Timberlands, LLC 
New England Forestry Consultants, Inc. 
New England Lumbermen's Assoc. 
New Forests, Inc. 
New Hampshire Timberland Owners Association 
New Shawmut Timber Company 
New York Forest Owners Association 
Nexterra, Inc. 
Nistler Kowitz Logging Inc 



   

 

   

 

Nixon Farms LLC 
Noland Lumber Co., Inc. 
North American Timberlands, Inc 
North American Wood Products 
North Florida Timber Dealers 
Northeastern Loggers' Association 
Northern Tier Hardwood Association 
NorthWoods Agency Inc. 
Nuveen Natural Capital 
O M Peden Timber Farm 
Ogeechee Custom Contracting, LLC 
Ohio Forestry Association, Inc. 
Oregon Biomass Utilization Working Group 
Oregon Forest Industries Council 
Overstreet Farms 
Ozark Forest Management Services 
Paden Land and Timber, LLC 
Panhandle Forestry Services 
Parker Chipping 
Pendleton Lumber Company 
Penegor Forestry Services 
Penn-Sylvan International, Inc. 
Pennsylvania Forest Products Association 
Pennsylvania Hardwoods Development Council 
Peterson Timber, Inc. 
Pierson Lumber Co Inc 
Pine Bluff Outdoors 
Pingree Associates 
Port Blakely 
PotlatchDeltic 
Potts Logging, Inc 
Powell County Board of Commissioners 
Powers Ranch Co. 
Precision Lumber 
Presque Isle Conservation District 
Quality Equipment & Parts, Inc. 



   

 

   

 

Quality Hardwoods Inc 
Rainier Veneer 
Rayonier 
Remmey The Pallet Company 
Renewable Energy Innovations Inc 
Resource Management Service, LLC 
Rhode Island Wood Operators Organization 
Ridgerunner Forestry LLC 
Ring Family 
Riverland Logging, Inc. 
Robert W. Wall, Inc. 
Roberts Logging Inc 
Robinson Lake Trucking 
Rock Springs Forestry Inc 
Rockland Flooring 
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
Rogers Lumber Company 
Roseburg Forest Products 
RoyOMartin 
RSG Forest Products 
Rural Voices for Conservation Coalition 
Rutland Lumber Co. 
Safety On Site, Inc. 
Sanders County Board of Commissioners 
Sanville Logging, Inc. 
Scotch Land Management, LLC 
Seven Islands Land Company 
Shalom Farms 
Shamco Inc 
Sierra Pacific Industries 
SilvaSaunterra, LLC 
Silvicraft, Inc. 
Slonaker Farms 
Society of American Foresters 
Sojourner Timber 
Sorrells Sawmill Inc 



   

 

   

 

Sound Forest Management LLC 
South Carolina Timber Producers Association 
South MS Land & Timber, LLC 
South Paw Forest Products, Inc. 
Southeastern Lumber Manufacturers Association 
Southeastern Wood Producers Association, Inc. 
Southern Forest Products Association 
Southern Forestry Consultants, Inc 
Southlander 
Southport Lumber 
Southwestern Hardwood Manufacturers Club 
Special Projects LLC 
Specialty Pallet and Design LLC 
Speyside Bourbon Stave Mill 
St John Forest Products 
St Joseph County Conservation District 
Starfire Lumber Co. 
Starker Forests Inc. 
Statewide Timber Harvesting,LLC 
Steinkraus Forest Management, LLC 
Stella-Jones Corporation 
Stevens Forestry Service, Inc. 
Stimson Lumber Company 
Strategic Biofuels LLC 
Strother Timber Co LLC 
Strother Wood Products 
Sun Mountain Lumber 
Superior Pine Products Company 
Swanson Group, Inc. 
Swift Sawmill 
Templin Forestry, Inc. 
Tennessee Farm Bureau Federation 
Tennessee Forestry Association 
Terry Peters Logging 
Texas Forestry Association 
The Hardwood Federation 



   

 

   

 

The Land & Timber Co Inc 
The Langdale Company 
The Lyme Timber Company 
The Molpus Woodlands Group, LLC 
The Pennsylvania Forestry Association 
The Thomas Fierst Insurance Agency, Inc. 
The Westervelt Company 
Thompson Tree Farm 
Timber Logistics Inc. 
Timber Products Company 
Timber Trax Harvesting LLC 
Timberland Investment Resources 
Timberlogistics Inc 
Toledo Manufacturing Company 
Toledo Manufacturing Company Inc. 
Tolksdorf Forestry 
Treated Wood Council 
Truck Away 
TTG Forestry Services 
Tuscola Logging 
Twin Creeks Timber, LLC 
Ultimate Outdoor Furnace 
Union Bank & Trust 
University of Georgia, Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources 
US Industrial Pellet Association 
Valley Cabinet Inc 
Valley Environmental 
Valor Trucking 
Vermont Forest Products Association 
Virginia Forestry Association 
W. M. Cramer Lumber 
Wagenfuhr Timber Falling 
Wagner Forest Management, Ltd. 
Wallace Law Group, PC 
Ward Timber Co. LTD 
Warrenssawmills 



   

 

   

 

Washington Contract Logger Association 
Washington Forest Protection Association 
Wayside Farms, LLC 
Welch Land & Timber Inc 
Weller Family Tree Farm 
West Virginian Forestry Association 
Western Hardwood Association 
Western Wood Preservers Institute 
Weyer Logging LLC 
Weyerhaeuser 
White Oak Forest Management, Inc 
Whitens Kiln and Lumber Co., Inc. 
Will Logging and Construction LLC 
William J. Lang Land Clearing, Inc. 
Willie Outman Forest Products LLC 
Wilson Forestry LLC 
Wit Brothers 
Wood Forest Products Inc 
Woodbed Corp 
Woodgrain, Inc. 
Woodland Biomass Innovations 
WTS 
Wyeast Timber Services 
Yancey Bros. Co. 
Yard Trimmings 
Yarnell Forestry Consulting, LLC 
 
Individual Forestry Professionals and Landowners 
Alexander McCall 
Allie Raines 
Amy Snell 
Anthony Stuart 
Bartow S Shaw Jr 
Berry Lyle Johnson 
Bob Ball 
Brian Irish 



   

 

   

 

Chad Johnson 
Charles Gary Hill 
Chris Eades 
Christopher Lands 
Dale Whetzel 
David Halley 
David Robinson 
David W. Gilbert 
Dennis R. Parent 
Ed Algermissen 
Eric Green 
Faye Henslin 
Fred Schatzki 
Garin Peck 
James S Phillips 
Jamie Dever 
Jason Aplin 
Jason Beebe 
Jason Grogan, CF 
Jeremy Scherf 
Jerry Tugwell 
John McNeil 
Keith D Swenson 
Ken Martin 
Larry Cade 
Larry Whitehead 
Laura Kilpatrick 
Leonard Kirby Kuykendall 
Logan Woodyard 
Lynne Woods 
Mark Ott 
Martin J Malovrh 
Mary Pat Tubb 
Matthew L. Carothers, ACF 
Mike M. Breedlove, RF, ACF 
Patricia Smith 



   

 

   

 

Peter B. Weston 
Philip Banks 
Philip Siarkowski 
Randy J. Shaffer 
Randy James 
Robert M Hempy 
Samuel Pyrcz 
Sarah Johnson 
Sean Steinebach 
Terry Cross 
Thomas and Gloria Elliott 
Tom Gjerde 
Victor Atwood 
Will Evenson 
William Pfeiffer 


