January 30, 2026

The Honorable Lee Zeldin

Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator Zeldin,

We write to urge the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to take decisive regulatory
action to modernize and expand the treatment of woody biomass under the Renewable
Fuel Standard (RFS) in a manner consistent with the Clean Air Act, sound science, and real-
world forest management practices.

America’s working forests are facing mounting economic pressure as long-standing
markets for pulpwood and residuals continue to disappear. While high-quality timber
remains valuable, forest and sawmill owners increasingly lack viable outlets for treetops,
thinnings, slash, and mill byproducts that are a critical share of forest and supply chain
revenues. The result is lost rural income, fewer jobs, and growing difficulty keeping working
forests economically viable and intact.

At the same time, the United States faces urgent energy, environmental, and wildfire-
resilience challenges. Woody biomass offers a rare opportunity to turn waste into wealth—
supporting rural economies, reducing hazardous fuels, providing baseload energy, and
contributing to domestic production of next generation fuels, including sustainable aviation
fuel. The production technology exists. The feedstock is abundant. The obstacle is no
longer innovation, but regulatory uncertainty.

Although Congress clearly contemplated forest-based biomass within the RFS’s cellulosic
biofuel pathway, outdated and overly narrow regulatory interpretations have prevented
working forests from participating at scale. Current implementation fails to reflect modern
forestry practices, discourages investment, leaves valuable biomass unutilized, and
hinders forest health and rural prosperity.

EPA has both the authority and the responsibility to help correct this misalighnment. By
clarifying eligibility definitions, recognizing commonly accepted forestry practices, and
aligning wildfire-risk provisions with modern science and Forest Service expertise, EPA can
remove unnecessary barriers while remaining fully within statutory bounds. Doing so would
provide long-overdue certainty to landowners and biofuel producers, unlock private
capital, and support good-paying jobs in rural communities.



President Trump’s Executive Orders emphasizing American energy independence,
domestic timber production, and proactive forest management underscore the importance
of this moment. Reforming the regulatory treatment of woody biomass under the RFS
would directly advance those objectives by strengthening energy resilience, improving
forest health, and reducing the risk of catastrophic wildfires.

We strongly encourage EPA to use its rulemaking authority to modernize its approach to
forest-based biomass and to work closely with forestry experts and stakeholders to ensure
the RFS’s regulatory treatment of woody biomass reflects on-the-ground realities. We also
urge the Agency to support legislation clarifying the woody biomass definition to provide
durable certainty for forest biomass participation in the RFS.

This is a rare opportunity to align energy policy, forest policy, and rural economic policy in a
way that benefits all Americans. We appreciate your leadership and look forward to
continued engagement on this important issue.

Sincerely,
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CC: The Honorable Doug Burgum, Secretary, Department of the Interior
The Honorable Brooke Rollins, Secretary, Department of Agriculture



